Ovid Metamorphoses 14.101-19

Aeneas passes by islands south of Italy and sails deep into a bay between Naples and Misenum
through marshy regions to Cumae. Here he enters the cave of the long-lived Sibyl, intent on
contacting his father’s ghost. The Sibyl stares at the ground, and then, gazing upwards, in a frenzy
she addresses Aeneas, praising his hard-won reputation, and urging him not to be afraid, as she will
guide him, because of his merit, to the dwellings of the blessed and to the shades of his father. She
orders him to break off a particular branch, which gives him a view of the underworld and of his
father’s ghost,; Aeneas learns local laws and what wars threaten him.
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Vocabulary

Aeolides, -ae m.
atavus, -i. m.

Averna, n. pl.
canorus-a-um
fetus-a-um

Orcus, -1 m.
Parthenopeius-a-um
potior, -iri, potitus sum
spectatus-a-um

ulva, -ae f.

descendant of Aeolus (Misenus)
ancestor

infernal regions

melodius

full of

Pluto, god of the underworld

of Naples, city of Parthenope
get hold of (with abl.)

proved

rush, grass



